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The Wheatlands Elementary School
2290 Barrington Drive West

Aurora, IL  60503
(630) 636-3500

Attendance Line (630) 636-3501
Fax (630) 636-3591

www.sd308.org

Dr. Tammie Harmon Principal
Mr. Garett Fair Assistant Principal

School Times

Grades Kdg. – 5th - 9:00am – 3:50pm
AM Kindergarten - 9:00-11:35am

Attendance Policy
The parent/guardian of a student who is enrolled must authorize all absences from school
and notify the school in advance or at the time of the student’s absence. A valid cause for
absence includes illness, observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate family,
family emergency, other situations beyond the control of the student, other circumstances
that cause reasonable concern to the parent/guardian for the student’s safety or health, or
other reason as approved by the Superintendent or designee.

Parents are required to call the office at 630-636-3501 by 9:30am each day their child is
absent and give the reason for the absence.  Students may not participate in after school
activities on a day he/she is absent.  This includes after school sports, musicals and
evening programs.

To comply with state guidelines, elementary students must be in attendance in class a
certain number of minutes to be considered present for a ½ day or the whole day,
excluding lunch periods, as follows:

Kindergarten – Fifth 150 minutes (½ day or 300 minutes whole day)

Students must arrive before the following times to avoid being marked absent:

Kindergarten - Fifth 10:05am

If an extended absence is anticipated for reasons other than illness, the parent or guardian
is to complete the proper District #308 form stating the reasons for the absence.  This
form can be picked up in the office and is to be submitted to the classroom teacher or the
school office.

Emergency School Closing
The safety of our students and staff is a top priority of the district. We realize that in a
district the size of District 308 (68.6 square miles) that weather conditions can vary
greatly in different areas of the district. For this reason, we urge parents to use their best
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judgment in determining if road conditions allow for safe travel. School closing
information is posted on the district website. A voice message is sent using the district’s
alert notification system to the primary phone number on file for the student. An email is
sent using the district’s alert notification system. Information is posted on the Emergency
Closing Center website (search the site by school name, city or phone number).

Arrival/Dismissal Procedures
At The Wheatlands, we believe communication between home and school is an essential
part of your students’ success in school.

In an effort not to disturb class time, we prefer parents to contact members of the school
staff between 8:45am and 9:00am or 3:50pm and 3:55pm unless other arrangements have
been made with the staff member.  During other times, please use our voice mail system
or send a note.  Many teachers may also be reached via email. Please note that teachers
will not be able to check email throughout the day. It is important that changes in
transportation come directly to the main office.

Student Arrivals
Students may begin arriving at The Wheatlands at 8:45am doors 1, 6, & 13 will open for
arrival. Parents transporting students by car are to enter through the Hafenrichter entrance
and follow the parent drop-off procedure. Students are to be dropped off on the curb near
the sidewalk where supervisors will be assigned from 8:45am – 9:00am.

Buses will unload students in the bus drop off lanes on the side of the building adjacent to
the parking lot.  Students may not be dropped off or picked up by car in the bus area or
parking lot. For their safety, please encourage your children to use the sidewalks at all
times.  For their safety, walkers should cross streets where crossing guards are on duty
only and may enter the nearest front door.

At 9:00am, the bell signaling the beginning of the school day will ring. Any student
arriving after 9:00am is to use the main entrance doors facing Barrington Drive
(Door 1) and MUST be signed in by a parent before going to the classroom for
attendance purposes.

Student Departures
Bus Riders:
Students who ride buses will be dismissed by their teachers and depart through
designated exits. Students must ride their assigned bus only. We realize that there may be
days that you choose to pick your child up at school. So that there is no confusion as to
whether your child is riding the bus or whether you are picking him/her up, on pick-up
days please have a note in The Wheatlands office by 2:30pm that day indicating that
your child will be picked up and by whom.  When we have your note by 2:30pm, we are
able to get the message to your child and his/her teacher.  If we do not have a note, your
child will ride the bus as usual.

*Please do not send transportation changes via email/voicemail to the classroom
teacher, please contact the office directly.
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For other bus-related information, please contact the Transportation Office at
(630)636-2999, or access the district web site at www.sd308.org.

Parent Dropoff/Pickup:
Drivers are to enter the parent pick up line through the Hafenrichter entrance forming two
lines until the fire hydrant then you will follow the one in one out procedure and proceed
to the loading and unloading area merging into one line. Please drive through the parent
pick-up route and have the children board the vehicle from the sidewalk. Observing
traffic laws and yielding to allow others to enter the drive will facilitate a safe experience
for all.

You will be given signs with the last name of the student to be displayed in the
passenger side window. Each car must display the school issued sign with the
student’s last name. You will be given three signs so that car pool or alternate
transportation will also have the appropriate sign. If you need additional copies or
replacements, please contact the office. For security reasons, non-school issued signs
will not be accepted.

Students will not be released to a car without the school issued sign. If the
appropriate sign is not displayed, please use the parking spaces in front of the building
and come to the office to sign out your child(ren).

Students will be released starting at 3:47 PM as cars pull into the loading zone.  Students
will be supervised as they locate and enter their vehicles.  Remaining students will be
released to the front of the building at 3:50 PM as we continue the car dismissal process.

This drop off and pick up line will move fairly quickly and smoothly while ensuring
student safety, if all participants remain in their cars and wait their turn. Do not
stop to pick your child up at any other location as it creates a hazardous situation for your
child and drivers trying to proceed around you.

THE USE OF CELL PHONES IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED BY LAW WHILE
DRIVING. THIS LAW WILL BE ENFORCED FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR
STAFF AND STUDENTS. PLEASE FOLLOW THIS LAW.

Walkers
Students who walk home after school will exit at the southeast end of the building at
Doors 9 & 13 at 3:50 PM.

General Guidelines
Birthday Treats
For many reasons, none of the elementary schools in the district allow birthday treats
consisting of food products. Your child’s birthday will still be acknowledged in the
classroom, but not with food. However, you are welcome to send in non-food items
such as pencils, stickers etc., or donate a book to the school library or your child’s
classroom in honor of your child’s birthday.
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There are several reasons for this.  Increased class sizes mean more interruptions in
learning to celebrate birthdays.  Offering so many treats so often can contribute to
unhealthy eating habits. Federal, state and district wellness initiatives are opposed to
celebrating with food in the classroom due to a dramatic increase in childhood obesity.
Food allergies are on the increase, and not having birthday treats in the classroom is one
more way to provide a safe environment for students.

Cafeteria Services
All SD308 schools operate a cashless system for school lunches called PushCoin. Parents
can fund student lunch accounts online at any time using an electronic check or credit
card. Students pay by scanning their school ID. The payment system will automatically
deduct the lunch from the student’s lunch account and record what was purchased.
Parents can login at any time to see balances, fund the account, or see what their child has
purchased. The PushCoin system eliminates the need to handle cash and helps greatly
with lunchroom efficiency.
 
Visit the PushCoin website to access your account or register to set one up. Please note
that PushCoin is administered by a third party—the Aramark Food Service Department
does not have access to your online account. 

Customer Service
If you have any problems with your PushCoin account, please contact PushCoin:

Email:  ask@pushcoin.com
Phone: (800) 381-9917

      
Lunch/Recess Schedule
Grade Recess Lunch
Kindergarten 11:35 AM – 12:00 PM 12:00 – 12:25 PM
First Grade 12:25 – 12:45 PM 12:45 – 1:05 PM
Second Grade 12:05 – 12:25 PM 12:25 – 12:45 PM
Third Grade 1:05 – 1:25 PM 1:25 – 1:45 PM
Fourth Grade 11:15 – 11:35 AM 11:35 – 11:55 AM
Fifth Grade 12:45 – 1:05 PM 1:05 – 1:25 PM

Enrollment / Registration
Parents are asked to complete/review the registration enrollment information for each of
their children every year.  This is our only source of information when contacting parents
of sick or injured children.  Whenever there is a change in telephone numbers, place of
employment, or person to contact in case of emergency, the system must be updated.

Fees and Costs
Fees for School District 308 are as follows:

Required Fees: Full Day Kindergarten $ 550.00
Half Day Kindergarten $ 60.00
Grades 1- 5 $ 120.00

School Pictures: Purchase information will be sent home before the scheduled date.
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Field Trips (when allowable)
Classroom teachers will plan curriculum-related field trips throughout the year. The trips
are designated as an extension of the curriculum and classroom activities. Parent
chaperones that accompany classrooms may not bring siblings of students on field trips.
Please do not park up front in the visitor parking, we ask that you park in the main
parking lot when attending field trips. Chaperones must be fingerprinted prior to
attending field trips.

Tyler Parent Portal
Our Student Information System is through Tyler Technologies. The Tyler Parent Portal will be
used by parents and guardians for student information.

An email address is required to access the Parent Portal. We request that parents and guardians
log-in information be utilized by parents and guardians only.

Please review your contact information within the Parent Portal. You may update cell phone
numbers and email addresses directly in the portal. Note, the email address is how you access the
portal so please do not delete it.

For any issues related to logging into the Tyler Parent Portal, please email TylerHelp@sd308.org,
including your contact information and the issue you are experiencing. A team of individuals will
be fielding the concerns and addressing them as quickly as possible. Calls should not be placed to
the schools or district regarding issues with the portal log-in or a schedule not received, please
use the email listed above. 

Homework Policy
Purpose: At the elementary level the purpose of homework, when assigned, is to reinforce
or extend classroom learning for individual student success. 

Length: On average, students in grades kindergarten through second will have 15 minutes
per day and students in grades third through fifth will have 30 minutes per day. 

Homework is a necessary part of the District’s instructional program. Homework is
assigned to further a student’s educational development and is an application or
adaptation of a classroom experience. The Superintendent or designee shall provide
guidance to ensure that homework:

● Is used to reinforce and apply previously covered concepts, principles and skills;
Is not assigned for disciplinary purposes

● Serves as a communication link between the school and parents/guardians

● Encourages independent thought, self-direction and self-discipline

● Is of appropriate frequency and length, and does not become excessive,
accordingly to the teacher’s best professional judgment

● Is consistently utilized across grade levels and courses of study

Homework Requests
If a student is absent for two or more days, the school suggests that parents call and
make arrangements for homework.  Please call before 10:30am on the second day of
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absence so that the books can be gathered and assignments written down in time for
pickup at 3:50pm.  If another student is to bring the work home, please give this
information to the secretary when making your request for homework.

Invitations
Only invitations going to every classmate or every boy/girl can be distributed at school;
otherwise, they should be mailed.  For safety, security, and confidentiality purposes, the
school and our teachers do not give out addresses or home phone numbers of our
students.

Lost and Found
A lost and found box is kept in the school.  If something (clothing, bookbag, lunch box,
etc.) is lost, students and parents/guardians should check this area.  Items will be
removed and donated on a regular basis.

Outside Recess
We will have outside recess during the school year as weather permits. Recess will be
inside only on bad weather days and on days when the temperature is below 10° F
including wind chill. Please have your child dress appropriately for outside recess.

Students will be allowed to play in the snow at recess if they are wearing the proper
clothing as indicated below:

● Kindergarten, first, and second grade students must have snow pants and snow
boots to play in the snow.

● Third, fourth, and fifth grade students must have snow boots to play in the snow.
They must have another pair of shoes to change into after recess.  These students
may also bring snow pants.  If they do not and they play in the snow, they must be
aware that they may have to stay in wet clothes for the rest of the day.

Parties
We will not have class holiday parties for the 2021-2022 school year.

Standards-Based Reporting
In Oswego School District 308, our primary purpose for grading and reporting is to
communicate growth towards proficiency of targeted learning standards. 
 
Trimesters: 
Elementary grading periods will be run on a trimester framework. This decision was
made after much feedback from parents, teachers, building administrators, and the
Teaching and Learning Department. The goal is to provide a consistent timeframe for all
students at the kindergarten through fifth grade level to receive final grades.
Parents/guardians can continue to monitor student progress at any time using the
MasteryConnect Parent Portal. Accessing student progress will create the opportunity for
you and your student to discuss the learning that is occurring in our classrooms.
MasteryConnect can be a valuable tool to engage students, parents, and teachers in
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conversations around learning and expectations necessary to develop college and career
readiness skills. 
The trimester grading periods for the 2021-22 school year are as follows:

o Trimester One : August 18, 2021 – November 5, 2021
o Trimester Two: November 8, 2021 – February 18, 2022
o Trimester Three: February 22, 2022 – May 27, 2022

 
 

MasteryConnect
MasteryConnect is a system that keeps track of student understanding of the Illinois
Learning Standards. Parents are able to access the Parent Portal of MasteryConnect to
view their child's progress towards mastery of the learning standards. More will be shared
by your child’s classroom teacher during Curriculum Night. Contact your child's teacher
if you have not received access to your MasteryConnect parent account.
  
Standards-Based Progress Reports 
Students in grades K-5 will receive a Standards-Based Progress Report. Standards-based
reporting is used to communicate how students perform on a set of clearly defined
learning standards. The purpose for a standards-based progress report is to identify what a
student knows or is able to do in relation to learning standards over the course of the
grading period by identifying a student’s mastery level for each standard. Mastery levels
indicate the level of proficiency for each standard based on the most recent assessment of
the standard. The expectation is for students to reach mastery on grade level standards by
the end of the school year.
Levels of Mastery:

Mastery (M): Demonstrates proficiency at this time; may require minimal or no
support.

Near Mastery (NM): Demonstrates progress towards proficiency at this time; may
require some support.

Emerging (E): Demonstrates limited proficiency at this time; requires frequent
support.

Requests to Remain Indoors
When children return to school from an illness, it will be assumed that they are in good
health and capable of participating in full activities. On occasion, it may be necessary for
students to follow a restricted routine.  In these cases parents are requested to send a note
with their child requesting that the student be kept indoors for a limit of three (3) recesses
and play periods.
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Snacks
A morning or afternoon snack break is provided for students in order that they may keep
their brains functioning at an optimum level throughout the school day.  Snacks brought
from home should be healthy in nature, and should not consist of “junk food” or “empty
calories” (i.e. potato chips, candy, cookies).  Snacks should be nutritious and consist of
fruits, vegetables, dairy or whole grains.  However, please keep in mind any food
allergies that may be present in your child’s classroom when sending a snack with your
child.  Examples of “healthy” snacks that are easy to eat in the classroom are: grapes,
apples, applesauce, fruit cups, sliced and prepared melon, bananas, oranges, berries,
raisins, carrots, celery, yogurt, yogurt drinks, cheese, whole grain crackers such as
Triscuits or Wheat Thins.

Use of Telephones
In an effort to minimize disruptions of class time, we ask that parents and guardians avoid
calling to speak to individual students.  In case of emergency, however, important
messages will be relayed to them. If a student has left something at home, the teacher will
decide whether or not a phone call to the parents/guardians is necessary.  If so, they will
be permitted to use the school phone. Students who wish to make arrangements to go
home with another student need to make those arrangements at home.  Please note
that they will not be allowed to ride a bus other than their own.

School Rules
The students of The Wheatlands follow the rules that are posted in our classrooms; and
comply with District #308 policies and procedures. Please refer to the Student Rights
and Responsibilities Code.

Dress Code
The dress code for students as outlined in the District 308 Student Rights and
Responsibilities Code, is as follows:
Student Dress
Dress and personal hygiene is the responsibility of the student and their parent or
guardian. Student dress and/or accessories should not be disruptive to the school
environment and/or education process and personal hygiene must meet reasonable
standards of health, cleanliness, and safety. Clothing should be worn as it is intended to
be worn; undergarments should not be visible. Unnecessary headwear, hats, sunglasses,
unsafe footwear, coats, bandanas, gloves, chains/spikes, or clothing associated with any
gang affiliation must be removed upon entering the building. Clothing cannot display
comment, picture, or contain slogans, weapons or designs that are obscene, profane,
lewd/vulgar, symbolize or represent profanity or sexual innuendo; or be reasonably
expected to disrupt the educational process. Additionally, clothing shall not:

a. Display or reference drugs, tobacco products or alcoholic beverages; or
b. Be suggestive and/or disruptive (e.g. extremely tight fitting, cleavage-baring,
fail to cover the midriff/abdominal area, halter-tops, thin straps/strapless,
sheer/see-through clothing, , , shirts with “open” sides, short shorts/skirts/dresses
(above mid-thigh), and/or shredded clothing).

11



Inappropriate student dress may result in a conference with an administrator, a change
into proper attire and/or parent/guardian contact. Students may be asked to remain in the
office until proper attire is obtained. The administration has final determination on
appropriate dress and consequences for inappropriate dress.

Internet
The district believes that the benefits to educators and students from access to the
internet, in the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, far
exceed any disadvantages of access.  While School District 308’s intent is to make
internet access to further one's education goals and objectives, account holders will have
the ability to access other materials as well.  Other sites accessible via the internet may
contain material that is illegal, defamatory, obscene, indecent, inaccurate or potentially
offensive to some people.  Parents/Guardians have been advised that the district does not
have control of the information on the internet. Also, it is possible to purchase certain
goods and services via the internet which could result in unwanted financial obligations
for which a student’s parent or guardian would be responsible.

Pets At School
Please keep leashed dogs on the outside perimeter sidewalk around the school.

Release During School Hours
For safety and security reasons, a prior written or oral consent of a student’s custodial
parent/guardian is required before a student is released from school: (1) at any time other
than the regular dismissal times or other times when a school is officially closed, and / or
(2) to any person other than the custodial parent/guardian.

No student shall be released to a parent/guardian or other adult approved by the
parent without a government issued picture ID.

Sale of Items at School
Students are asked not to bring candy, greeting cards, or any other non-school sponsored
fundraisers to sell.  Both the school and the PTO limit the number of fundraisers per
school year.  We do not want to discourage this type of activity, but we do ask that you do
not sell things at school.

School Bus Rules
Our most important goal is to provide a safe and comfortable ride for students each and
every day.  Parents/Guardians play a significant role and we recognize and applaud their
efforts working in partnership with us to reinforce safety on the school bus.  Our goal is
to educate our students about such rules, and we encourage parents/guardians to
frequently remind and educate their children of the importance of these rules.

At The Bus Stop:

● Arrive at the bus stop about ten minutes prior to the scheduled arrival time of the
school bus.

● Always walk to the bus stop. Please do not run. 
● Follow the safe route to the bus stop remaining on sidewalks and/or bike paths.
● When at the bus stop, wait in a safe location away from the street. Always respect

the property of your neighbors.  
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● Never speak to or enter the vehicle of a stranger. Report any attempts by a
stranger immediately to the bus driver.

● As the school bus arrives, watch for the red flashing lights and the stop arm to be
extended before boarding the school bus. Keep an eye on the bus driver for
direction.  If you must cross the street, only cross once the driver has signaled it is
safe to do so.  Remember to always look left, right, and left again before crossing.

On The Bus:

● Go directly to your seat. Remain seated facing forward for the entire ride.
● Use your quiet voice when on the bus so the driver will not be distracted.  
● Let the driver know about any concerns you may have on your bus.
● If you need to talk to the bus driver: wait for the bus to stop, raise your hand, and

call the driver's name.
● Never throw things on or out of the bus.
● Never touch the emergency exits unless instructed to by the bus driver.
● Do not eat or drink on the bus
● Keep your hands to yourself and respect the space of others.
● Keep the aisles clear at all times.
● In the event of an emergency, listen closely to the driver and follow their

instructions.

When Exiting The Bus:

● When exiting the school bus, please make sure you walk (not run) at least 10 or
more steps away from the bus. Do not go near the wheels or under the school bus
at any time.   

● Make sure you can see the bus driver and that the bus driver can see you.
● Only cross in front of the school bus when the eight-way lights are flashing, the

stop arm is out, all traffic has come to a complete stop and the bus driver has
signaled you to cross. Never cross the street behind the school bus. 

● Be careful and alert while crossing the street.
● Only enter and exit the bus at your assigned bus stop. A note of authorization

from your parent/guardian and signed by a school official is required before a
driver is authorized for a student to exit at an alternate location.

● In order to avoid any accidents, never return to the bus to retrieve items you might
have left/forgotten. The driver may not see you come back and may begin moving
the bus. Also, if you drop something near the bus, never attempt to retrieve it
without speaking to the bus driver first. Contact the Transportation Center
regarding items left on the bus. 

We thank you for taking the time to speak with your children on the importance of
safety.  We wish your student a safe and successful school year.  Please contact the
Transportation Center at 630-636-2999 with any questions. 

Snowballs
Students are not allowed to throw snowballs or ice.

Student Cell Phones
Cell phones are to remain off and in student backpacks during the school day.
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Student Discipline/Behavior Code
Please refer to the School District #308 Student Rights and Responsibilities Code for
information regarding specific discipline policies.

Student Property
Students will show respect for other students’ property, school property, and our
neighbor’s property.  All student property should be labeled with the student’s name.  It is
the student’s responsibility to help keep our building, our books, and all of our school
property in good shape.  Fines may be issued to students who destroy, damage, or lose
school property.

Students may not bring valuable items to school such as radios, recorders, cameras,
jewelry, hand held video games, sports or other collector cards, (including pokemon
cards), skateboards, roller blades, and hard balls, or bats, etc.  The Wheatlands is
NOT responsible for them.  These items may be confiscated.

Students are reminded that they are to walk their bicycles to the bicycle racks and not
ride them on school property for the safety of all students involved. Bike racks are
available at The Wheatlands in the south parking lot. Please remind students to secure
their bike properly with a lock.  The Wheatlands is not responsible for stolen or damaged
personal property. Students are to stay on school/public grounds and not enter our
neighbor’s yards, or any areas especially those under construction.

Visitor and Conduct on School Property
For purposes of this policy, “school property” means District and school buildings,
grounds, and parking areas; vehicles used for school purposes; any location used for a
School Board meeting, a school athletic event or other school-sponsored event.

Additionally, the term “visitor” means any person other than an enrolled student or
District employee. Visitors are welcome on school property at times when the public
and/or parents or guardians are invited to be on school property, provided their presence
will not be disruptive. Board members may also visit District school buildings in
accordance with Policy 2:180. No other visitors may enter beyond the reception area of
each school building except for a specific educational purpose and with the pre-approval
of the building Administrator. Persons on school property without permission will be
directed to leave and may be subject to criminal prosecution.

Except as provided in the next paragraph, any person wishing to confer with a staff
member should contact that staff member by telephone or email to make an appointment.
Conferences with teachers are held, to the extent possible, outside school hours or during
the teacher’s conference/preparation period.

All visitors must initially report to the Building Principal’s office and receive permission
to remain on school property. All visitors must show identification and wear a visitor’s
badge. When leaving the school, visitors must return their badge. On occasions when
large groups of parents and friends are invited onto school property, visitors are not
required to sign in but must follow school officials’ instructions. Requests by a parent, an
independent evaluator, or a qualified professional to access a school building, facility,
and/or educational program, or to interview personnel or a student, for purposes of
assessing the student’s special education needs, should be made at the appropriate
building. Such requests shall be approved in accordance with State law. The School
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District expects mutual respect, civility, and orderly conduct among all individuals on
school property or at a school event. No person on school property or at a school event
shall:

a. Injure, threaten, harass or intimidate a staff member, a School Board
member, sports official or coach, or any other person;

b. Damage or threaten to damage another's property;
c. Damage or deface School District property;
d. Violate any Illinois law, or town or county ordinance;
e. Smoke or otherwise use tobacco products or electronic cigarettes;
f. Consume, possess, distribute, or be under the influence of alcoholic

beverages, illegal drugs; be present when the person’s alcohol or illegal
drug use is detectable, regardless of when and/or where the use occurred;

g. Impede, delay, disrupt, or otherwise interfere with any school activity or
function (including using cellular phones in a disruptive manner);

h. Enter upon any portion of school premises at any time for purposes other
than those that are lawful and authorized by the School Board;

i. Operate a motor vehicle: (a) in a risky manner, (b) in excess of 20 miles
per hour, or (c) in violation of an authorized District employee’s directive;

j. Engage in any risky behavior, including roller-blading, roller-skating,
skateboarding or hoverboarding;

k. Violate other District policies or regulations, or any authorized District
employee’s directive;

l. Unless specifically permitted by State law, possess a weapon, any object
that can reasonably be considered a weapon or looks like a weapon, or any
dangerous device;

m. Use or possess medical cannabis; or
n. Engage in any conduct that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects

the District or school.

Volunteers
We will follow current transmission metrics for COVID-19 in order to determine if
volunteers are allowed at school during the school day on a bi-weekly basis.  Volunteers
are an essential component of The Wheatlands Elementary. Teachers actively seek adults
to help in the classroom. Volunteers are used to assist in classroom activities. While
volunteering, younger siblings are prohibited in the classroom. While volunteering in
one classroom, please refrain from visiting other classrooms unless it is a scheduled visit.
Due to SD #308 procedures, parents and community members who volunteer will need to
be fingerprinted. Please contact the main office to obtain a volunteer form.

Special Programs
Art
The goal of art education is for students to gain an appreciation of art, discover how art
reflects past and present cultures, and learn art techniques and processes.  The art
curriculum is designed as a cumulative process.  Over the six-year learning period,
concepts and skills are developed from identification and recognition to complex
application.  Succeeding levels build on previous learning. All students participating in
full-day kindergarten through fifth grade will participate in art education. The Illinois
State Board of Education has adopted the Illinois Fine Arts Learning Standards. These
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standards are intended to reflect best practices and address the curricular areas of visual
arts, music, theater, dance, and media arts. 

Elementary Gifted Education Services
To the extent possible within the resources available, all gifted students shall have an
opportunity to participate in appropriate educational programs.

The term "gifted " as approved by the Board of Education on November 10, 2014 is
defined as follows: Gifted students in SD308 demonstrate exceptional ability or high
potential in intellectual or artistic areas and require services or learning experiences not
provided in general education programming in order to fully realize their potential. These
students can be found across all socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds and
also amongst special education students and English language learners.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to provide a gifted program which includes:

a. An identification system which identifies gifted students early in their
schooling experience;

b. An identification system based upon multiple techniques which ensure all
students equal access to gifted programs, regardless of social, economic,
linguistic and ethnic background;

c. Educational programs which include access at all grade levels and which
encompass all of the fundamental areas of learning;

d. Educational programs which provide for continuity across grade levels
with programs consistent with the District's long-range goals;

e. Qualified instructional and administrative personnel with appropriate
knowledge, training and experience to implement the program;

f. Staff development programs being made available which address the need
for all teachers to be knowledgeable about the characteristics and learning
needs of gifted students;

g. Procedures to foster cooperative relationships among classroom teachers,
parents, and the teachers assigned to the gifted program;

h. Procedures to foster parental involvement in all aspects of the program;
i. Procedures to continually evaluate the placement and progress of students

in the gifted program with periodic progress reports issued to parents.

An annual report on the status of the District's gifted program shall be submitted to the
School Board by the Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services

English Learners (EL)
The English Learners (EL) Department supports the district’s mission in assuring equal
educational access for EL students. We recognize as a school community that we share
the responsibility of ensuring that EL students develop linguistic and academic skills to
become productive members of society. EL students participate in academically
challenging programs that respect and build upon the unique cultural and linguistic
attributes they bring to our learning community. We are committed to recruiting high
quality and passionate EL licensed teachers who value diversity, advocate for EL students
and their families, and seek current research on best practice EL instruction. We uphold
high quality EL education through collaboration with parents, government, non-profit
local and community agencies and organizations. 
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Learning Resource Center
The Library Media Specialists focus on offering programs and services that are centered
on information literacy and that are designed around active, authentic student learning. 

Learning Behavior Specialists
The Learning Behavior Specialists at The Wheatlands provide individualized instruction
in reading, writing, and mathematics for students with identified special education needs.
Students work in a small group setting, as well as receiving support from special
education teachers during instruction within the regular classroom.  Students also learn
study skills, organizational skills, and learning strategies that they need in order to
develop independence in the regular classroom setting.

Music
The goal of the music department is to foster instruction for singing, playing instruments,
moving to, and creating music that enables children to acquire skills and knowledge that
can be developed in no other way. All students participating in full-day kindergarten
through fifth grade will participate in music education. The Illinois State Board of
Education has adopted the Illinois Fine Arts Learning Standards. These standards are
intended to reflect best practices and address the curricular areas of visual arts, music,
theater, dance, and media arts. 

Physical Education Program
The K-5 Physical Education curriculum was developed with an alignment to the IL
Enhanced Physical Education Standards. According to the Illinois State Board of
Education, "The benefits of comprehensive health and physical education include
promoting a healthy generation of students who are able to achieve their highest
potential, reversing the trend of deteriorating health and physical fitness among youth,
and helping to lower the cost of health care in the United States. The goals and standards
for physical development and health foster workplace skills, including identifying short-
and long-term goals, utilizing technology, following directions, and working
cooperatively with others. Problem solving, communication, responsible decision
making, and team-building skills are major emphases as well." For more information on
the IL Physical Education Standards adopted by the Illinois State Board of Education
visit: https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Physical-Education-and-Health.aspx.

School District 308 adopted a comprehensive physical education resource inclusive of
both fitness and health skills beginning in the 2017-18 school year. Our K-5 Physical
Education Department will utilize SPARK by Sportime and Healthy Lifestyle Choices by
Sportime. The SPARK programs are designed to involve all children, to be more active,
incorporate social skills, and emphasize both health-related fitness and skill development.
The Healthy Lifestyle Choices programs offer a behavioral-health curriculum focusing on
life skills, conflict resolution, nutrition, substance abuse prevention, safety, and fitness.
Both programs are fully aligned to the IL Enhanced Physical Education Standards.

The physical education staff requests that all students have an extra pair of shoes
they can use for gym class only and are to be left at school. We ask that the shoes
have laces or velcro fasteners and that they have non-marking soles.

Reading Services
The Reading Department of CUSD308 will screen all kindergarten children.  A reading
screening is also given to some new students to District #308 and students in other grades
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to assist with monitoring progress in academic placements.  Those students who could
benefit from additional reading support work with specifically trained teachers and
assistants in small groups or individually to help them improve their reading skills and
strategies.  Parents will be informed if their child qualifies to be placed in a specialized
reading program.  Due to the large number of students who could benefit from extra
reading help, some children may be placed on a waiting list.  A variety of curriculum
resources are available to help students improve.

Social Work Services
We at The Wheatlands are interested in all aspects of your child’s development.  The
school social worker provides individual and group counseling to students whose
difficulties impact their academic success. Building healthy peer relationships, coping
with stress, and problem solving are common group themes. Services can be requested by
school staff, parents and students. The school social worker assesses the situation and
provides services as needed. Communication and consultation with parents is a vital
component in this process.

Speech and Language Screening
The Speech/Language staff of District #308 attempts to identify those students who are
not developing communications skills adequately. Due to a change in state law, whole
class speech and language kindergarten screenings will no longer take place.  Screenings
will take place on a referral basis.  Each school year, the District #308 Speech/Language
Pathologists will in service parents/guardians and/or other outside agencies which may
refer a child to the school’s speech/language pathologist for a speech/language screening.

During a speech/language screening, the speech/language pathologist pays particular
attention to the following areas of communication:

Voice Quality
Fluency of Speech
Ability to Produce Speech Sounds
Ability to Understand and Use Appropriate Language Skills
Ability to Use the Speech Mechanisms (tongue, teeth, lips, etc.)

Good speaking, listening, and thinking skills are important to doing well in school.  A
speech/language pathologist can help students improve these skills.

Health Information
School Nurse
A full time nurse is assigned to each school for the safety of the students.  The school
nurse will administer first aid to all children in need of such.  The school nurse will
provide immediate care for students if they become ill or injured at school. The school
nurse is not equipped to care for children beyond their immediate needs when they
become ill. Parents will be notified and asked to take students home if the nurse is unable
to meet the needs of the student at school.  We appreciate your cooperation by coming to
get your child within a reasonable time. We do not want sick children to stay at school
or healthy children to be exposed to children who are contagious.
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Parents are asked not to send their child to the nurse for evaluation of injuries or
conditions that occurred away from school or at home as these are not under school
jurisdiction. The school nurse is not allowed to diagnose conditions or dispense
medications-EXCEPT IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE MEDICATION POLICY
OF DISTRICT #308.  This does not however, include giving medication for toothaches,
headaches, etc., which develop during the day.  We respectfully request that exceptions to
this policy not be asked for, as they cannot be allowed.

Procedure for Injured Child
If a student requires stitches, a brace, cast, sling or crutches, the doctor must write a
physical education/recess/athletics excuse that includes beginning/end dates, as well as
specific activities in which a student may participate (if any). All physical
education/athletic notes must indicate when the student may return to physical
education/athletics without the use of rigid splints/braces. If the note states “until further
notice,” a follow-up note from the physician must be received by the nurse within four
(4) weeks, stating the progress of the student, or giving the reevaluation date. Restrictions
cannot continue for extended periods of time without a periodic physician’s note. A
parent/guardian note will be accepted for three (3) consecutive days if a student
needs to be excused from physical education. An extension on a parent/guardian note
will not be accepted. If a student needs to be excused from physical education for more
than three days, a doctor’s note is required. If a pattern is noted in receiving
parent/guardian notes (certain days of the week or month) a doctor’s note may be
required to excuse the student. When a student cannot participate in physical education,
he/she cannot participate in indoor or outdoor recess or athletics (Spirit Squad,
cheerleading, intramurals, after school sports, etc.). The student may be assigned to an
alternate location during physical education/recess. This is for the student’s safety, to
protect him/her from accidental injury. If the student has a current physical
education/recess restriction and is planning to participate in a field trip involving physical
activity (i.e. extended periods of walking, hiking on uneven or rough terrain, etc.) or a
“Field Day” at school, an event-specific doctor’s release is required for the student to
participate. It is the parent’s responsibility to furnish any equipment that may be needed
for the student to participate, i.e. wheelchair or crutches.

Screenings
The school nurse will conduct various screening programs, including vision and hearing
to detect any gross areas of difficulty students may be experiencing.  The school is not
equipped to go beyond the initial screening process. The screening information will be
given to the parents/guardians for use in further evaluations of desired.  Screenings may
be done at the request of the teachers, and/or public health requirements.

Notice to parents of students in Kindergarten, 2nd, and 8th grades, and special education
students and new students, we are now required by Illinois Law (Public Act 93-504) to
inform you that the vision screenings done in school settings are not a substitute for a
complete eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor. Our screening does not evaluate the
health of the eye nor the necessary visual skills essential for successful academic
achievement.  Your child/children are not required to undergo this vision screening if an
optometrist or ophthalmologist has signed a report form indication that an examination
has been given within the previous twelve months. The report forms are in your nurses’
office.  Students wearing glasses or contact lenses are already under a doctor’s care and
are not screened.  You will be notified only if your child fails the screening.
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Administration of Medications
All medication is to be transported to and from school by a parent/guardian or other
responsible adult. Students are not to transport or have medications in their possession.
The following rules apply to the administration of medication at school: 

1. Parents/guardians have the primary responsibility for administering medications to
their students. Administering medication during school hours or during school-related
activities is discouraged unless it is necessary for the critical health and well-being of the
student. 

2. Nothing in the policy shall prohibit any school employee from providing emergency
assistance to students, including administering medication. 

3. Before any medication can be given at school a medication authorization form must be
completed and signed by the prescribing physician and the parent/guardian; this includes
prescription and over-the-counter medications (Tylenol, Advil, Tums, Midol, cough
drops, cold medications, etc.).

4. Prescription medications are to be in their original containers with the student’s name,
medication name, dosage, physician’s name and pharmacy name listed. All prescription
drugs must be counted by the school nurse and either the child’s parent/guardian or a
school administrator. A total number of pills must be recorded. All medications shall be
stored in an appropriate locked cabinet.

5. Pursuant to the Illinois School Code, students are permitted to carry and
self-administer epinephrine auto-injectors, asthma inhalers, and diabetes medication,
where appropriate. The parents or guardians of the student must provide the school with:

● Written parent/guardian authorization for the self-administration of medication.

● For the use of an epinephrine auto-injector, written authorization from the
student’s physician, physician assistant or advanced practice registered nurse that
specifies the name and purpose of the epinephrine auto-injector, the prescribed
dosage, and the time or circumstance under which the epinephrine auto-injector is
to be administered.

● The prescription label, which must include the name of the medication, prescribed
dosage, and the time or circumstances under which the medication is to be
administered.

● The parents or guardians of the student must sign a statement acknowledging that
the district is to incur no liability, except for willful and wanton conduct, as a
result of any injury arising from the self-administration of the medication
regardless of whether authorization was given by the pupil's parents or guardians
or by the pupil's physician, physician's assistant, or advanced practice registered
nurse and that the parents or guardians must indemnify and hold harmless the
school district or nonpublic school and its employees and agents against any
claims, except a claim based on willful and wanton conduct, arising out of the
self-administration of medication or use of an epinephrine auto-injector regardless
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of whether authorization was given by the pupil's parents or guardians or by the
pupil's physician, physician's assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse. It is
strongly encouraged that parents provide a back-up inhaler or epi-pen to be kept
in the health office. The information provided will be kept on file in the nurse’s
office.

6. All medication forms (prescription, over-the-counter and self-administration) must be
renewed at the beginning of each school year with a doctor and parent/guardian
signature. 

7. Students will not be allowed to leave campus to obtain medication unless given
Administrative approval. 

8. Short-term antibiotics are often prescribed by physicians to be administered three (3)
times a day. Please check with the prescribing physician; often he/she wants these doses
to be spread out over the longest time period possible while the student is awake. These
medications can be given in the morning before school, after school and at bedtime.
Often giving antibiotics at lunch results in the doses being administered too close
together. 

9. The parent/guardian is responsible for picking up extra medication at the end of a
treatment and/or school year. Medicine left at the end of the school year will be
discarded.

Physical Examinations and Immunization Records
Physical examinations and immunizations are required for students
entering pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, sixth grade, ninth grade, and twelfth grade and
upon entry to an Illinois School. The examination must have taken place within the year
prior to the first day of school. Dental examinations are required for students
entering kindergarten, second grade, and sixth grade. The examination must have taken
place on or after Nov. 15, 2020, for the 2021-22 school year. Eye examinations are
required for students entering kindergarten and students new to Illinois. The examination
must have taken place on or after Oct.15, 2020, for the 2021-22 school year. An annual
health history form is required by the district for all District 308 students. The
information is shared with paramedics in the case of an emergency. It is important for
health service personnel to be aware of children's medical needs.  

All health requirements can be found at https://www.sd308.org/healthrequirements

Failure to provide documentation of the physical and vaccine requirements will result in
first-day exclusion from school.  Documentation of future medical appointments will not
be accepted.

21

https://www.sd308.org/healthrequirements

